
 

 

Sheep wool processing charges from 1st January 2019 

We base our charges on the actual weight of your fleece remaining at different stages of the process 
as we turn it yarn, as detailed overleaf.  We’ve summarised below the price per kg incoming weight 
(the weight of fleece you send to us for processing) based on an average 50% return rate (how much 
finished yarn you get back as a proportion of the start weight); but the return rates can from 40-70% 
depending on the breed of sheep. For example. ‘character’ fleeces (e.g. Hebridean, Herdwick, Vallais) 
can produce lovely yarns, but the return rates are usually less than 50% due to the amount of grease, 
coarser fibre and debris removed during processing.  There’s a Ready Reckoner on our website which 
you can use to estimate the return rate and cost for your breed, but please note that this can vary 
considerably even within a breed depending on the quality and condition of the fleece. 

We can’t process sheep fleece with very short staples (less than 5cm) or skin flakes.  And we apply a 
‘health warning’ to very soft fleece such as Shetland, and very springy fleece such as Ryeland, which 
can produce a rather slubby, ‘rustic’ style yarn on our equipment.  Lustre fleeces (e.g. Wensleydale, 
Gotland) and semi-lustre (e.g. Blue-Faced Leicester, Cheviot) tend to work much better with our process.   
 

Yarn type  
Costs for yarn on cone,  
excluding VAT and delivery 

Average cost per kg 
incoming weight 

assuming 50% return 
Notes 

Chunky (3 or 4 plies) 
£38.50 

There is a minimum charge 
of £75 + VAT per batch, 
which equates to c. 2 kg 
incoming weight for fleece 
to be spun into yarn 

Softspun Light Aran (2 plies) 

Aran (4 plies) £39.50 

Lopi-style yarn (lightly twisted single ply) 
£40.00 

Double knitting (3 plies) 

Lightweight double knitting (3 plies) £41.00 

4 ply (2 plies) £42.00 

2 ply (2 plies, c. 300-350m / 100g) £47.50 

Additional charges 

Sorting (including poo removal!) £25.00 per hour 

Dyeing fleece £24.00 per kg, minimum 500g 

Tweed and barberpole blends £10.00 per batch 

Finishing as 100g balls or skeins £3.00  NB estimates based on 
average 500g yarn per kg 
start weight.  The charge is 
calculated as £6.00 per kg 
finished yarn for 100g balls or 
skeins and £12.00 for 50g 

Labels for 100g balls or skeins £3.00 

Finishing as 50g balls or skeins £6.00 

Labels for 50g balls or skeins £6.00 

Tying 100g skeins for dyeing £2.50 £5 per kg finish weight 

Tying 50g skeins for dyeing £5.00 £10 per kg finish weight 

Processing to craft products  

Rovings £23.50 £75 minimum equates to  
c. 3.5 kg start weight 

Please note: prices exclude VAT and delivery (see overleaf) 

There’s a 3% discount for single batches of 3kg or more 



 

In case you’re into the detail, here’s how we calculate the actual charge for your fleece: 

                    

Washing £7.00 per kg start weight 

+ 
                   

Opening & fibre 
separating 

£11.00 per kg washed weight  
(c. 77% of start weight) 

+ 
              

Second wash, carding, drafting,  
spinning, plying & conewinding 

Rovings 
Chunky, Lt aran 
Aran 
DK, Lopi 
Lightweight DK 
4 ply 
2 ply 

£13.50 
£39.00 
£40.00 
£41.00 
£43.00 
£45.00 
£54.00 

per kg after  
fibre separating 
(c. 59% of start weight) 

+ 
           

Finishing 
Cone 
100g balls/skeins 
50g balls/skeins 

Labelling 
100g balls/skeins  
50g balls/skeins 

 
- 

£6.00 
£12.00 

 
£6.00 

£12.00 

per kg  
finish weight 
(c. 50% start 
weight) 

          

 

 

 

 
* excludes Parcelforce surcharges  
for the Isle of Wight and Northern Ireland 
 

Please note:  All prices exclude VAT 

Delivery charges * 
for return of your yarn 

Up to 2 kg £15.00 

Up to 5 kg £17.50 

Up to 10 kg £20.00 

Up to 15 kg £22.50 

Up to 20 kg £25.00 

Up to 25 kg £25.00 

Up to 30 kg £30.00 


